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6  Fearon and Laitin (1996) have estimated that between 1960 and 1979, of all the potential conflicts in 
Africa (defined as occurring where different ethnic groups live side by side), only 0.01% turned violent 
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3 See, for instance, World Health Organization (2005), the Human Security Centre (2005), the Inter 
American Institute of Human Rights (Perez-Valero, 2002: 9, cf Le Monde July 1992), and United 
Nations (UN) agencies such as the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC resolution 2003/26) and 
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). 
; Included here are the Netherlands, Sweden, and the United States of America. 
< WHO, 2004: 1 cf Injury pyramid. Geneva, World Health Organization, 2001 
(http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/injury/pyramid/injpyr/en, accessed 11 June 2003). 
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6 Many instruments provide extensive instructions and advice on how to implement surveys on 
violence such as those administered by WHO (2004b). 
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= The WHO (2004a) technical definition of violence according to international classifications is: the 
intentional use of physical force or power, threatened or actual, against oneself, another person, or 
against a group or community, that either results in or has a high likelihood of resulting in injury, death, 
psychological harm, maldevelopment or deprivation.  This paper will limit the use of the term violence 
to not include threat.  Threat will be defined as ‘threat of violence. 
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9 WHO (2004); HSR (2005); EU ICS (2005); Sapir (2006); Mack (2002); UNICEF.  
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@ Data is collected on ownership of cars, theft of cars, theft from cars, car vandalism; ownership of 
motorcycles, theft of motorcycles; ownership and theft of bicycles; burglary, attempted burglary; 
robbery; personal theft involving force; sexual offences (includes touch and rape all in one); assaults 
and threats.   
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#> WHO (2004b); WHO (2005); Human Security Centre (2005); Van Dijk et al (2005) 
11 There are many instruments available that provide extensive instructions and advice on how to 
implement surveys on violence, such as those provided by WHO (2004b).   
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12 A quick version of this module is available in the longer version of this paper available at 
www.ophi.org.uk. 
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Table 1: Indicators of incidents of threats to physical safety and security: against property 
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14 Personal correspondence with WHO representative, 18 May 2007. 
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Table 2: Indicators of incidents of threats to physical safety and security: against person 
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Table 3: Perceptions of safety and violence 
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Table 4: Domestic violence: recommended to add to health modules 
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Table 5:  Quick module on physical safety and security 
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Appendix 1: Summary of Questionnaires, Indicators, and Recommendations  
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