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Oxford Poverty & Human Development Initiative workshop on
Multidimensional Poverty and Inequality: New Methods and Research Directions

14th – 16th June 2010
Queen Elizabeth House, Department of International Development

University of Oxford

Participant Biographies

Sabina Alkire Sabina Alkire is Director of OPHI, a Research Fellow at Queen Elizabeth House
and the Global Equity Initiative at Harvard University, and Secretary of the
Human Development and Capability Association. She holds a DPhil in
economics, an MSc in economics for development and an MPhil in Christian
political ethics from Oxford. Research interests include value judgements in
economic decision-making, the conceptualization and measurement of individual
agency freedoms (empowerment), and further development of the capability
approach.

Sudhir Anand Sudhir Anand is a Professor of Economics and Fellow of St Catherine’s College at
the University of Oxford. He received his MA in mathematics and DPhil in
economics from the University of Oxford. He was on the faculty at the Harvard
University School of Public Health as a Visiting Professor in 1993–94, and as
Adjunct Professor thereafter. From 1997 to 1999, he served as Acting Director of
the Harvard Center for Population and Development Studies. Professor Anand
recently chaired the WHO committee on global health systems performance
assessment.

Mauricio Apablaza Mauricio Apablaza is currently studying for a PhD in Economics at the University
of Nottingham. He was a lecturer at the Universidad de Desarollo, Chile, and
holds a Masters in Public Policy from the same university. Mauricio joined OPHI
as a Visiting Student during Trinity Term 2010 and has continued to work for the
group as a research assistant.

Tony Atkinson Sir Tony Atkinson is a Senior Research Fellow at Nuffield College, Oxford.
Previously he has taught at Churchill College, Cambridge, as well as at the London
School of Economics, of which he is an honorary fellow, and University College,
London. He is a Fellow of the British Academy and the American Economic
Association, and since 1988 he is President of the Economic Society. He has also
been President of the European Academic Association, the International
Economic Association, and the Royal Economic Society.

Marta Barazzetta Marta Barazzetta has MSC in Economic and Social Sciences from Bocconi
University, Milan, Italy and an undergraduate degree in Economics and Trade
from University of Milano Bicocca, Milan, Italy. She has worked as Research
assistant at IGIER, Bocconi University, Milan, Italy where she worked on
development economics projects focusing on data analysis on Stata and Excel,
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web research. Prior to this she has also completed an internship at UNIDO - UN
Industrial Development Organization, Bangkok, Thailand.

Sonia Bhalotra Sonia Bhalotra is currently Associate Professor of Economics at the University of
Bristol in the UK and will take the post of full Professor in August 2010. She
obtained an MPhil and DPhil from Oxford and a BSc Honours from Delhi. Sonia
has made several recent contributions to research on child and maternal health,
including identifying the causal effects of income on health, the intergenerational
transmission of health, the scar of adverse early life conditions, the dynamics of
mortality, birth spacing and fertility within families, sex ratios and abortion, the
political economy of health provision and cyclicality in public spending and
developmental outcomes. Her other research contributes insight into the
dynamics of women’s work, child labour, education, social inequalities in health
and education, labour markets under economic transition, intra-household
allocation and the excess vulnerability of women and girls. Many of her recent
research papers use multi-country household survey data merged with
macroeconomic data to analyse family behaviour in response to economic shocks
and policies. She has published in international economics and statistics journals
and regularly authored background research papers for a number of international
organisations. She has served on a number of committees and is currently a
member of the Council of the European Society of Population Economics, the
Research Subgroup of the Scientific Resource Group on Health Equity Analysis
& Research at the World Health Organisation and the ESRC Peer Review
College.

Kristof Bosmans Kristof Bosmans is Assistant Professor at the Department of Economics at
Maastricht University since 2007. He is also a Research Fellow at METEOR,
Maastricht University, since 2008 and at the Center for Economic Studies,
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, since 2007. He did his MSc and PhD in
Economics at the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven. His research interests include
inequality and poverty measurement and social choice theory.

Francois Bourguignon François Bourguignon is back in France, following four years as the Chief
Economist and first Vice President of the World Bank in Washington. He has
returned to his former position of Professor of Economics at the EHESS
(advanced school in Social Sciences) and has been appointed as Director of the
recently created Paris School of Economics. Initially trained as a statistician, he
obtained a Ph D. in Economics at the University of Western Ontario, followed by
a State Doctorate at the University of Orleans in France. His work is both
theoretical and empirical and principally aims at the distribution and the
redistribution of revenue in developing and developed countries. He is the author
of a great number of books and articles in specialized national and international
economic journals. He has taught throughout Universities worldwide. He has
received, during the course of his career, a number of scientific
distinctions/decorations/has been decorated. Through his experience, he is often
sought for counsel to Governments and international organisations throughout
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the world. He has also been a member of the « Conseil d'Analyse Economique » to the
French Prime Minister.

Florent Bresson Florent Bresson is associate professor at the Université d'Orléans, France. With
different works on the linkages between growth, inequality and poverty realized in
the Centre d'Etudes et de Recherche en Développement International (CERDI),
he received a PhD degree in Economics at the Université d'Auvergne. Before his
current position, he was postdoctoral fellow at the Cemafi, Université de Nice,
France and began working on multidimensional poverty measurement and its
relationship with the concept of "pro-poor" growth.

Tak Wing Chan Tak Wing Chan is the Head of the Department of Sociology at
Oxford University, where he is also a Fellow and Tutor of New College, and the
Director of the Oxford Network for Social Inequality Research. His main
research interests are social stratification and mobility, and family and the life
course. His book, Social Status and Cultural Consumption, was published by
Cambridge University Press in 2010.

Ronald J. Coleman Ronald J. Coleman (“RJ”) is a Visiting Researcher at OPHI, on a McClellan
Fellowship, from the United States. He is currently entering his final year as a J.D.
student at Georgetown Law, where he is the Administrative Editor of the
Georgetown Journal on Poverty Law & Policy and will be a 2010-2011 Research
Fellow of the Center for the Advancement of the Rule of Law in the Americas.
He previously completed summer legal positions with the Consultative Group on
International Agricultural Research’s CIP office (in Lima, Peru) and with Judge
Freda L. Wolfson of the United States District Court for the District of New
Jersey. His current research interests include International Law, Law and
Development, Economic and Social Rights, Latin America, Constitutional Law,
and the Rule of Law.

Natalie Cresswell Natalie Cresswell is Project Assistant at Oxford Poverty and Human
Development Initiative (OPHI). She has a degree in Anthropology from
Goldsmiths, University of London. Prior to joining OPHI in January 2009, she
held positions at the Northern Trades Union Congress and the Human Tissue
Authority.

Paddy Coulter Paddy Coulter is OPHI’s Communications Director. A specialist in media and
development communications with over 25 years professional experience, his
current communications projects include the Creative Responses to Sustainability
(CERES21) initiative of Oslo University’s Centre for Development and the
Environment, the International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI) and the British
Council Climate Change Programme in China. Paddy is a Fellow of Green
Templeton College and was previously Director of Studies at the Reuters Institute
for the Study of Journalism at the University of Oxford.
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Conchita D’Ambrosio Conchita D’Ambrosio is an Associate Professor of Economics at Università di
Milano-Bicocca. She is an economist, with a PhD from New York University
(2000). Her research focuses on income and wealth distributions, deprivation,
polarization and social exclusion. She has recently started to work on subjective
well-being and interdependent preferences. She has published in Economica,
Economics Letters, Social Choice and Welfare, the Review of Income and Wealth
among other academic journals.

Stefan Dercon Stefan Dercon is Professor of Development Economics at the University of
Oxford. Previously, he worked at the Centre for the Study of African Economies,
Oxford, and taught at the University of Addis Ababa, the Catholic University of
Leuven, UNU-WIDER in Helsinki, and Jesus College, Oxford. His work focuses
on the micro-level analysis of the dynamics of wealth and poverty, conceptually,
theoretically and empirically. Recent work has mainly focused on risk, as well on
HIV-AIDS, land rights, economic reform, technology adoption, and migration.

Indranil Dutta Indranil Dutta is Brookes World Poverty Institute (BWPI) Lecturer in Economics
at the University of Manchester. He has a BSc (Economics Honours) from
Calcutta University, an MA (Economics) from Delhi School of Economics and a
PhD from University of California, Riverside. He was until recently a research
fellow at UNU-WIDER in Helsinki, and has previously taught at the University of
Sheffield and the University of East Anglia.

Valpy FitzGerald Valpy FitzGerald is Head of Oxford Department of International Development.
He was educated at Oxford (PPE, BA 1968) and Cambridge (Economics, PhD
1972). He was Assistant Director of Development Studies at Cambridge (1973-80)
and then Professor of Development Economics at the Institute of Social Studies,
The Hague, until returning to Oxford in 1993. He is also Professorial Fellow of St
Antony's College Oxford and Visiting Professor of International Finance at the
Universidad Complutense, Madrid. Valpy FitzGerald's research interests cover
determinants of capital flows from developed to developing countries,
macroeconomic policy in emerging markets, long-run economic growth and
welfare in Latin America, and conflict economics.

James Foster James Foster is Professor of Economics and International Affairs at George
Washington University. Prior to that he was a Professor of Economics at
Vanderbilt University and a Senior Research Fellow at the Vanderbilt Institute of
Public Policy Studies. He joined Vanderbilt after a decade as a faculty member in
the Krannert School of Management at Purdue University. He currently holds a
visiting position at the University of Oxford. He holds a PhD in Economics from
Cornell University and a BA in Economics and Mathematics from New College,
Florida. His main research interests are in micro-economics, with special emphasis
on measurement issues related to distribution of income and well-being.

Anne-Catherine Guio Anne-Catherine Guio works for the Walloon statistics and studies
institute (IWEPS) in Belgium. Her research interests are related to poverty and
social inclusion field and more specifically to the development and the analysis of
poverty and deprivation indicators. She is involved in different working group on



5

social indicators at the Belgian level (National action plan indicators group, EU-
SILC expert group) and at the European level (Task force on deprivation
indicators, NETSILC project). Between 2002 and 2006, she worked as a national
expert in Eurostat on poverty and deprivation indicators. Recently, she worked
on the methodology of the material deprivation indicators adopted at the EU level
in 2009.

Eva Jespersen Eva Jespersen is Deputy Director and Head of NHDR Unit, UNDP. Prior to
joining UNDP, Eva worked at the UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre in
Florence where, as chief of the unit for research on social and economic trends
and policies she led two flagship reports, the Social Monitor and the Report Cards
on child wellbeing, which have made global headline news. She also coordinated
the Centre’s research on children and migration. Earlier work with UNICEF
including roles as regional social policy advisor for the East Asia and Pacific
Regional Office heading the first regional interagency team for reviewing
CCA/UNDAFs (in Asia) and as social policy advisor in New York dealing with
UNICEF engagement in poverty reduction strategies and input to numerous
policy publications. Eva is a native of Denmark and has an advanced degree in
macro-economics from the University of Copenhagen. Prior to joining UNICEF
in 1985, she worked for DANIDA and the Ministry of Economic Affairs in
Denmark.

Aparna John Aparna John has recently joined as a Research Assistant at Oxford Poverty and
Human Development Initiative. She did her first degree in Economics from the
University of Delhi and MSc in Economics and Development Economics from
the University of Nottingham. Prior to working with OPHI she was a Research
Assistant to Prof. Jean Dreze at the University of Allahabad, assisting on research
related to Rural Employment Guarantee scheme and Child Malnutrition issues in
India.

Stephan Klasen Stephan Klasen is professor of development economics and at the University of
Göttingen, where he also heads the Ibero-American Institute for Economic
Research and the Courant Research Center 'Poverty, equity, and growth in
developing and transition countries.' Previously he was professor of economics at
the University of Munich as well as a fellow at King's College in Cambridge and
an economist at the World Bank in South Africa. His research interests are in
population, labor, welfare, and development economics. He holds a BA, MA, and
Ph.D. from Harvard University. His current research interests include the linkages
between inequality, growth, and well-being, measurement of poverty and
inequality, and the causes and consequences of gender inequality in developing
countries.

Anna Rita Manca Anna Rita Manca joined the European Commission-Joint Research Centre (JRC)
in 2008 as a scientific officer. She studied Political Science at the University of
Cagliari (Italy) and later obtained a Ph.D in Applied Statistics at the University of
Florence. She has been visiting fellow at Sussex University and at the OECD.
Before joining the JRC Anna worked as a researcher at the University of Siena in
the field of public opinion and deliberative democracy. Her main research
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interests include social inequality and social cohesion, lifelong learning, active
citizenship, flexicurity and methodological advances in composite indicators.

David McLennan David McLennan is a Senior Research Fellow at the Department of Social Policy
and Social Work at the University of Oxford. He is Deputy Director of the Social
Disadvantage Research Centre (SDRC) which is based within the Department and
he is a Senior Research Associate of Green College. He has experience of working
on a number of large government and non-government sponsored research
projects in the fields of deprivation and neighbourhood renewal. Recent projects
include national deprivation indices for UK governments and evaluations of area
based initiatives. Deprivation indices include: Scottish Index of Multiple
Deprivation 2003; English Indices of Deprivation 2004; and Northern Ireland
Multiple Deprivation Measures 2005. The key evaluation of area based initiatives
in recent years is the national evaluation of New Deal for Communities. His
special interests include crime and disorder and small area population estimation.

Arif Naveed Arif Naveed completed Masters of Research in International Development from
the University of Bath, England. His research focuses on Sen's capability
approach and its application to health, and multidimensional poverty
measurement. He is currently investigating the role of education in constructing
gendered citizenship among youth in poor communities in Pakistan. Naveed, has
contributed in the South Asia Human Development Report 2008 on technology,
and with Proochista Ariana, contributed a chapter on ‘Health’ in ‘An
Introduction to Human Development and Capability Approach: Freedom and
Agency’ Arif Naveed is currently associated with Mahbub-ul-Haq Human
Development Center, Pakistan.

Brian Nolan Brian Nolan is Professor of Public Policy in the School of Applied Social Science,
UCD, Dublin. He studied at UCD, MacMaster and the London School of
Economics, and worked previously at the Economic and Social Research Institute
and the Central Bank of Ireland. His main areas of research are poverty, income
inequality, and the economics of social policy. Recent publications include co-
editing the Oxford Handbook of Economic Inequality (Oxford University Press,
2009).

Gisela Robles Aguilar Gisela Robles Aguilar is research student in Comparative Social Policy, University
of Oxford. Her research is focused in analyzing the extent to which anti-poverty
policy contributes to promote social inclusion in Mexico. She has worked as a
research assistant at the Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative
(OPHI) and as a consultant on legal and policy framework, advocacy and
organisational issues for NGOs in Mexico. She holds a BA in International
Relations from El Colegio de Mexico and a MSc degree in Public Policy in Latin
America from the University of Oxford.

Jose Manuel Roche Jose Manuel Roche is a Research Officer in Human Development Data and
Indicators to contribute with the ongoing development of the Missing
Dimensions programme, OPHI. He is a sociologist with research and consultancy
experience in socioeconomic analysis, poverty, social inequality and geographical
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inequalities. He has served as a consultant and social statistics advisor for UNDP,
UNICEF, EU, IDS, the Venezuelan National Institute of Statistics and the
Venezuelan Ministry of Planning and Development. He has taught courses on
statistical methods, international development, and inequality at undergraduate
and graduate level. He did his DPhil in Sociology, University of Sussex, UK in
2009.

Indrajit Roy Indrajit Roy is currently studying for the D. Phil in Development Studies at
Oxford University’s Queen Elizabeth House. His interests span the political
sociology of development and governance, power and politics in deliberative
democracy, and an application of Amartya Sen’s Capability Approach to these
issues. For his thesis, he is exploring how poor people interact with institutions of
governance, especially local governance. His research is based on ethnographic
work in rural India, where he has just completed qualitative and quantitative data
collection. Prior to starting work at Oxford, he worked with CARE and Catholic
Relief Services in India, serving in field-based and managerial positions in
different parts of the country.

Maria Emma Santos Maria Emma Santos is a Research Officer at the Oxford Poverty & Human
Development Initiative (OPHI) at the Department of International Development,
Oxford University. She did her first degree at Universidad Nacional del Sur,
Argentina, her MA in Economic Development at Vanderbilt University, USA, and
her Doctorate in Economics at Universidad Nacional del Sur, Argentina. Her
main research interests are the measurement, determinants and analysis of
multidimensional and chronic poverty, income inequality, and the quality of
education.

Amaia de Sarachu Amaia de Sarachu is assistant professor at the Department of Applied Economics
IV, University of the Basque Country. Her area of research interest lies in the
measurement of multidimensional inequality and poverty. She is currently
finishing her thesis which is focused on inequality and poverty measurement
issues. She is also a visiting fellow at OPHI, Oxford University.

Paul Segal Paul Segal is a development economist and Research Fellow at the Oxford
Institute for Energy Studies and New College, Oxford. His work focuses on
global inequality and poverty, and income distribution and growth in resource-rich
countries. He has been a Research Fellow at Harvard University's Global Equity
Initiative and a Consultant Economist at the UNDP's Human Development
Report Office. He will be taking up a Lectureship in Economics at the University
of Sussex in autumn 2010.

Suman Seth Suman Seth has joined OPHI as a researcher in June 2010. He has recently
completed his PhD in the Department of Economics at Vanderbilt University. He
also holds an MPhil in economics from Jawaharlal Nehru University and an MSc
in economics from Calcutta University, India. His research interest lies in
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development economics and is primarily focused on issues related to the
measurement of multidimensional welfare and poverty.

Frances Stewart Frances Stewart is Emeritus Professor of Development Economics and Director
of the Centre for Research on Inequality, Human Security and Ethnicity (CRISE)
at the University of Oxford. Frances is also Chair of the United Nations
Committee on Development Policy and former President of the Human
Development and Capability Association and. In 2010 she received an honorary
doctorate from the Unviersity of Sussex and In 2009 she was awarded the
UNDP’s ‘Mahbub ul Haq Award’for her lifetime achievements in promoting
human development.

Gaston Yalonetzky Gaston Yalonetzky is a Research Officer at the Oxford Poverty & Human
Development Initiative (OPHI), Queen Elizabeth House, Oxford University.He is
currently working on composite indicators, between-group inequality and
economic mobility. He holds a DPhil in Economics and an MSc in Economics
for Development, both from the University of Oxford. Before his graduate
studies he worked in the CIUP Research Centre in Lima, Peru. His research
interests are in the fields of inequality of opportunity, multidimensional well-being
measurement, and population and family economics.

Sarah Valenti Sarah Valenti is Research Communications Officer at the Oxford Poverty &
Human Development Initiative (OPHI), Queen Elizabeth House, University of
Oxford. She has a background in international programme management and
communications. Prior to joining OPHI in September 2009, Sarah worked for a
Specialist Group within the International Union for the Conservation of Nature’s
Species Survival Commission (IUCN SSC). She has also worked on local
community projects for sustainable development in Peru and Guyana.

Ana Vaz Ana Vaz is a Doctoral Student in the Department of Economics at the University
of Oxford, and she holds an MPhil in Economics from the same university. Her
main research interests are gender and development. She is currently attempting
to determine the extent of political information sharing within the household in
Mozambique. Before commencing her graduate studies at Oxford, she worked in
Porto, Portugal both as a tax consultant at PricewaterhouseCoopers and as a
teaching assistant at the Universidade Catolica Portuguesa.


