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The 2030 Agenda is…



2030 Agenda is Grounded in Human Rights…

10. The new Agenda is guided by the purposes and 

principles of the Charter of the United Nations, 

including full respect for international law. It is 

grounded in the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, international human rights treaties, the 

Millennium Declaration and the 2005 World Summit 

Outcome Document. It is informed by other 

instruments such as the Declaration on the Right to 

Development.

19. We reaffirm the importance of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, as well as other 

international instruments relating to human rights and 

international law. We emphasize the responsibilities of 

all States, in conformity with the Charter of the United 

Nations, to respect, protect and promote human rights 

and fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction 

of any kind as to race, colour, sex, language, religion, 

political or other opinion, national or social origin, 

property, birth, disability or other status.



Human Rights Permeate the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development

“When we take a human rights-based 
approach to development, the outcomes are 
more sustainable, powerful and effective. This 
is why human rights permeate the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development. The 17 
Sustainable Development Goals are 
underpinned by economic, civil, cultural, 
political and social rights, as well as the right 
to development.”

Source: 
https://www.un.org/sg/sites/www.un.org.sg/files/atoms/files
/The_Highest_Asperation_A_Call_To_Action_For_Human_Rig
ht_English.pdf 



An integrated and 

multidimensional 

approach 

underpinned by 

Human Rights
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Inequality in South 
Africa 

According to the World Bank, race, the 
legacy of apartheid, the “missing middle” 
in wage distribution, and the historically 
high inequality in land ownership drives 
persistent inequality in SA. 

Other factors common to SACU include 
place-based disadvantages (rural-urban, 
subnational regions); low intergenerational 
mobility; poor functioning of urban labour 
markets; dominant role of educational 
attainment; large gender gaps in earnings; 
and constrained rural land markets.

World Bank, Inequality in Southern Africa: An Assessment of 
the Southern Africa Customs Union (2022) 2. 

“Poverty levels are 
consistently highest 
among female-
headed households, 
black South Africans, 
and children below 
the age of 15 and 
these groups tend to 
have a higher risk of 
falling into poverty.” – 
World Bank 



How is the 
current 
economic 
model faring? 

❖Upper-middle-income poverty rate hovering at 63%

❖Gini index of 63

❖Unemployment rate 33.5% in Q2 2024 – just under 

record high of 35.3% in 2021

❖Expanded definition: 42.6%

❖Provincial differences: North West expanded 

unemployment rate at 54.2% versus Western Cape 

at 27.3%

❖Youth aged 15-24 years: 60.8% and 25-34 years: 

41.7%

❖Unemployment rate higher amongst women, young 

women and the Black African population group 
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Economic, social 
and cultural rights 
(ESCR) in South 
Africa 

❖SA Constitution guarantees right of access 
to adequate housing (s 26), health care 
services, sufficient food and water, social 
assistance (s 27), the right to education (s 
29), children’s ESCR (s 28), ESCR in 
detention (s 34)

❖The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(UDHR) guarantees various ESCR including 
the rights to social security, work, 
education, an adequate standard of living

❖ESCR are guaranteed in several 
international human rights treaties ratified 
by South Africa, principally the 
International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR)
❖ ESCR are also enshrined in the Convention on 

the Rights of the Child (CRC), Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), 
International Convention on the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination (ICERD)



The UN human rights 
mechanisms

Observations and 
recommendations on 
poverty in South Africa 

UN Committee on the Rights 

of the Child (CRC), 2024 
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SA making  
insufficient progress 
on social protection 

The 4 follow-up recommendations from the 
CESCR’s 2018 Concluding Observations for 
SA were: 

Paragraph 48 (a): Preparation of a 
composite index on the cost of living 
(Assessment: Insufficient progress) 

Paragraph 48 (c): Access to social 
assistance for adults between 18 and 59 
years of age (Assessment: Insufficient 
progress)

 Paragraph 57 (c): Adoption of the Social 
Assistance Amendment Bill (Assessment: 
Insufficient progress)

Paragraph 73 (c): Access to education for 
undocumented migrant, refugee and 
asylum-seeking children (Assessment: 
Insufficient progress).

In its follow-up assessment 
of South Africa in 2021, 
the Committee on 
Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (CESCR) 
deemed progress by 
Government of South 
Africa as “insufficient” for 
all 4 follow-up 
recommendations, 3 of 
which relate to social 
protection. 



Operationalizing 
a Human Rights 
Economy in 
South Africa

High Commissioner for 

Human Rights:

❖Globally, current economic models are 

not working, and the world is far off 

track to achieve the SDGs.

❖Need for “human rights economies” 

that center people (and their rights) 

and planet over profit 



Operationalizing 
a Human Rights 
Economy in 
South Africa

Pathways to a Human Rights Economy 

include:

❖Renewed action to implement economic, 

social and cultural rights and the right to 

development

❖Reinforces Secretary-General’s prevention agenda

❖Requires multi-dimensional measurement to monitor 

enjoyment of ESCR and achievement of related SDGs

❖ Grounding fiscal policies in human rights

❖Requires evidence across dimensions
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Operationalizing 
a Human Rights 
Economy in 
South Africa

Pathways to a Human Rights Economy 

include:

❖Accelerating efforts to counter discrimination 

and inequalities

❖Requires disaggregated data (national averages can mask 

inequalities) and multi-dimensional measurement to identify 

people at risk of being left behind

❖Measuring economic success beyond gross 

domestic product (GDP)

❖Similar to the need to measure poverty beyond income 



“All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights”

follow us: @ohchr_sa 
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