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National Multidimensional Poverty Indices (MPIs)



How are National MPIs Different from the Global MPI?

Like with monetary poverty, in which there is an internationally comparable poverty line 

(now $2.15/day) and national poverty lines, multidimensional poverty also has two key 

metrics:

• The global MPI is internationally comparable, covers 100+ countries, and is computed 

and updated annually by UNDP and OPHI. It uses mostly DHS and MICS datasets.

• National MPIs are official national statistics that are tailored to national contexts and 

priorities. They are used for guiding national policies and reporting to SDG 1. They are 

not comparable across countries. They can use different data sources (DHS, MICS, 

HBS, HIES, LFS, census, etc.). Dozens of  countries around the world have official 

national MPIs.



Common Dimensions in National MPIs

• Education

• Health

• Living Standards

• Employment & Social Protection

• Children & Youth

• Environment

• Social Cohesion

• Basic Freedoms



Common Indicators in National MPIs

• School attendance

• Years of  schooling

• Water

• Sanitation

• Electricity

• Housing materials

• Overcrowding

• Unemployment

• Asset ownership



National MPI Examples: Uganda
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National MPI Examples: Rwanda



National MPI Examples: Rwanda



National MPI Examples: Nigeria

https://www.nigeriapovertymap.com

https://www.nigeriapovertymap.com/


Policy Uses of  MPIs



Common Policy Uses of  MPIs

1. Complement monetary poverty statistics

2. Track poverty over time (as official statistics)

3. Allocate resources by sector and by region 

4. Target marginalized regions, groups, or households

5. Coordinate policy across sectors and subnational levels

6. Adjust policies by what works

7. Leave No One Behind see the poorest & track trends

8. Report on the SDGs especially for indicator 1.2.2

9. Be Transparent so all stakeholders engage and are held accountable
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Common Policy Uses of  MPIs

1. Complement monetary poverty statistics

In Ghana, most monetary poor 

were also multidimensionally poor, 

but more than 1/4 of  population 

were multidimensionally poor, but 

not monetary poor
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Common Policy Uses of  MPIs

2.     Track poverty over time (as official statistics)

Multidimensional poverty incidence in 

Paraguay reduced from 41.6% in 2012 

to 24.9% in 2020.

The urban/rural gap decreased.
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Common Policy Uses of  MPIs

3.    Allocate resources by sector and by region 

When the 2015 MPI showed big 

mismatches between policy 

objectives in MPI and allocations, 

then-President Solis issued a 

Presidential Decree that MPI must 

be part of  budget allocation 

formulae in the future. 

The MPI reduction accelerated on a 

fixed budget. 
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Common Policy Uses of  MPIs

4.     Target marginalized regions, groups, or households

Vietnam uses a Poverty Census to 

identify people living in multidimensional 

poverty. This is updated annually at the 

local level using information from 

registers, survey questionnaires, and 

community monitoring. This is used 

(along with monetary poverty) to identify 

priority groups of  eligible beneficiaries 

for poverty reduction programs.
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Common Policy Uses of  MPIs

5.      Coordinate policy across sectors and subnational levels

Colombia formed a 

roundtable of  Ministers 

and the President to 

meet and assess progress 

towards the MPI targets.
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Common Policy Uses of  MPIs

6.     Adjust policies by what works

The Colombia 

roundtable identified 

warnings from MPI 

and developed policy 

responses
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Common Policy Uses of  MPIs

7.      Leave No One Behind see the poorest & track trends
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Common Policy Uses of  MPIs

8.     Report on the SDGs especially for indicator 1.2.2

SDG indicator 1.2.2 is the “proportion of  men, 

women and children of  all ages living in poverty in all 

its dimensions according to national definitions”

There are two ways in which countries report the MPI 

for SDG indicator 1.2.2:

• Global SDG Indicators Database

• Voluntary National Reviews
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Common Policy Uses of  MPIs

9.     Be Transparent so all stakeholders engage and are held accountable

• Until 2002, Mexico did not have an official poverty measure. 

• In 2001, as part of  a restructuring process to increase credibility of  poverty figures, the 

government consulted with national and international experts. 

• In 2004, the Mexican Congress adopted the General Law of  Social Development, 

which defined social rights and established the autonomous National Council for the 

Evaluation of  Social Development Policy (CONEVAL), which was responsible for 

poverty estimations and had a Steering Committee of  academic researchers. 

• To increase credibility, CONEVAL publishes its calculation formula on its website 

and uses publicly available data.



Multidimensional Poverty Peer Network (MPPN)



Multidimensional Poverty Peer Network

The MPPN is a network of  64 countries and 19 international agencies that aims to provide 

a forum for peer learning on the measurement and policy of  multidimensional poverty. 

South Africa is on the Steering Committee of  the MPPN (represented by Stats SA)

The MPPN organizes a number of  knowledge sharing activities, including:
• Annual meeting (South Africa hosted in 2018)

• Regular teleconferences

• Thematic webinars

• High-level side events to the UN General Assembly and Statistics Commission

• Dimensions magazine

• MPPN website is a repository of  information from participants



Thank you!

www.ophi.org.uk

www.mppn.org 

@ophi_oxford

http://www.ophi.org.uk/
http://www.mppn.org/
https://twitter.com/ophi_oxford
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