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@ Regional presence for the United Nations Economic and Social Council

@ 22 member States, from Mauritania to Somalia
@ ESCWA is one of 5 UN regional commissions
© unique intergovernmental platforms
@ for the advancement of regional integration
© the development of regional norms and standards,
© the exchange of experiences and fostering cooperation.
© promoting inclusive and sustainable development in the Arab region

ESCWA Tools to Fight Poverty 2/16



Member States
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UN ESCWA: A voice and think tank, supporting SDG
implementation

How We Work

ESCWA links development knowledge to policy through research and analysis. Bringing together
policymakers, researchers, experts and relevant stakeholders through its convening power, transforming
this knowledge into constructive dialogue and concerted action. ESCWA plays four essential roles:

01. VOICE OF THE REGION
A regional platform

for deliberation,
coordination, consensus
building and advocacy.

02. THINK TANK OF THE REGION

A source of innovative research,

supporting quality data collection
and analysis for forward-looking,
evidence-based policymaking.

03. ADVISER TO THE REGION

A provider of capacity-

building and technical

advisory services, IN THE REGION

strengthening national efforts A partner to member States in

to adopt norms and palicies. the Arab region in their efforts to
implement the SDGs.

04. PROVIDER OF SUPPORT IN
ACHIEVING THE 2030 AGENDA
AND IMPLEMENTING ITS GOALS
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Linking Research and Action
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War on Gaza:
where everyone is left hehind

POLICY BRIEFS
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The Arab MPI and Trend in Middle Income Countries

Figure 1. Multidimensional poverty headcount ratio in Arab middle-income countries over time
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Source: Second Arab Multidimensional Poverty Report (2023)
https://www.unescwa.org/publications/second-arab-multidimensional-poverty-report
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https://www.unescwa.org/publications/second-arab-multidimensional-poverty-report

High-level Interchange at UN ESCWA

Source: CO
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ESCWA tools: Design an MPI (1)
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ESCWA tools: Design an MPI (2)

() escwa

Surveys Indicators MPI Central Shock Simulation Optimization 2

Multidimensional Poverty Index Assist Tool

1 2 e nensions 3 ion Cut-offs 4 set Weights 5 6 Pove 7 Resut
Cambodia 2021-DHS
Set the weights for the indicators within dimensions
Indicators Weights 100% ~
& Assets ez
1150 249,269
o J
& Drinking water 0]
1795 ©8624
ls0 J
& Housing 0% ]
1428 28901 —
Jaof
; Indicators Weights 100%
o & Nutrition
sNulrltlon 2: 8618 2 33,880 C—
[100 |
Dimensions Weights 100% D Reset to equal weights
ESCWA Tools to Fi Poverty




SRN ot () Gt Unctssee
wegn  Meascan Rt
== 0% 2 s

ey

& mm

Contribution of Dimensions to the MPI

ESCWA Tools to

Deprrand Amamg
e Poae

& memn

2 aazm

Deprvear

Tr Pasen0i SHES 0T ISR BN O o TeiSH JTHET:

ot v 3 cae

o

The hessenoier s soumce of deiniteg waes s not sae or sa%e cnidng watseis 3
R G W I B, RS

T P03 N33 BOUEING MATAIS I 38y 87 Tt BB

congemans Soa, rat SWIL

0 uars of age o oo e 15 P




ESCWA tools: Optimize MPI Reductions and Support
Planning (1)
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ESCWA tools: Optimize MPI Reductions and Support
Planning (2)
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ESCWA MPI-Optimization Tools: Reducing the MPI
efficiently

A Set target for MPI reduction (e.g., 50% reduction)

B Focus on the poorest of the poor (highest number of deprivations) -
not those close to the poverty line / cut-off

C Focus on highest contributing indicators

D Activate indicators that can be changed over time

Key question: which indicators need to change by how much to
reduce the MPI by 50%?7?

Technique: simulate until goal is reached under above constraints
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Indicator headcount ratio in 2019 & optimized (Guid.)
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Highlights of Mauritania’'s Ambitions in Utilising the
National MPI and Inform Policies

© National MPI trend analysis for 15 years

@ National MPI optimization framework that includes past trends and
indicator-expenditure elasticities as parameters

© A new poverty reduction plan that relies on the national MPI

© Near real-time data via a new MPI-module in annual Labor Force
Survey

© Social Protection Agency: To link Social Registry data to the national
MPI indicators

— Counting simultaneous deprivations to identify beneficiaries for Social
Protection Programs
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Thank you ...

... let us discuss.

Christian Oldiges

Senior Economic Affairs Officer
UN ESCWA
christian.oldiges@un.org
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