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The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia (UN ESCWA)

Regional presence for the United Nations Economic and Social Council
22 member States, from Mauritania to Somalia
ESCWA is one of 5 UN regional commissions

1 unique intergovernmental platforms
2 for the advancement of regional integration
3 the development of regional norms and standards,
4 the exchange of experiences and fostering cooperation.
5 promoting inclusive and sustainable development in the Arab region

ESCWA Tools to Fight Poverty 2 / 16



Member States
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UN ESCWA: A voice and think tank, supporting SDG
implementation
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Linking Research and Action ...
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The Arab MPI and Trend in Middle Income Countries

Source: Second Arab Multidimensional Poverty Report (2023)
https://www.unescwa.org/publications/second-arab-multidimensional-poverty-report
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High-level Interchange at UN ESCWA

Source: CO
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ESCWA tools: Design an MPI (1)
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ESCWA tools: Design an MPI (2)
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ESCWA tools: Design an MPI (3)

ESCWA Tools to Fight Poverty 10 / 16



ESCWA tools: Optimize MPI Reductions and Support
Planning (1)
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ESCWA tools: Optimize MPI Reductions and Support
Planning (2)
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ESCWA MPI-Optimization Tools: Reducing the MPI
efficiently

A Set target for MPI reduction (e.g., 50% reduction)

B Focus on the poorest of the poor (highest number of deprivations) -
not those close to the poverty line / cut-off

C Focus on highest contributing indicators

D Activate indicators that can be changed over time

Key question: which indicators need to change by how much to
reduce the MPI by 50%?

Technique: simulate until goal is reached under above constraints
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Indicator headcount ratio in 2019 & optimized (Guid.)
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Highlights of Mauritania’s Ambitions in Utilising the
National MPI and Inform Policies

1 National MPI trend analysis for 15 years

2 National MPI optimization framework that includes past trends and
indicator-expenditure elasticities as parameters

3 A new poverty reduction plan that relies on the national MPI

4 Near real-time data via a new MPI-module in annual Labor Force
Survey

5 Social Protection Agency: To link Social Registry data to the national
MPI indicators

→ Counting simultaneous deprivations to identify beneficiaries for Social
Protection Programs
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Thank you ...

... let us discuss.

Christian Oldiges
Senior Economic Affairs Officer

UN ESCWA
christian.oldiges@un.org
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